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Disclaimer 

Copyright © Shamsher Khan, Year 2020 

All Rights Reserved. 

No part of this eBook can be transmitted or reproduced in any form including print, 

electronic, photocopying, scanning, mechanical or recording without prior written 

permission from the author.  

While the author has taken utmost efforts to ensure the accuracy of the written 

content, all readers are advised to follow information mentioned herein at their 

own risk. The author cannot be held responsible for any personal or commercial 

damage caused by misinterpretation of information. All readers are encouraged to 

seek professional advice when needed. 
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Introduction 
Online marketing has grown in leaps and bounds and has progressed to such a degree that even 

social media giants like Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube couldn’t stay away from 

jumping on board. However, to truly understand how online marketing is beneficial for retailers, 

completely, it can be said that it takes a retailer to know a retailer. 

Meet Amazon.com. 

When the world of online shopping and marketing was just booming, Amazon.com established 

itself as a retail giant, connecting sellers and buyers across the globe. Its worldwide success has 

made it an entity that business owners aspire to replicate.  

While we can’t all be Amazon.com, we can still work with them. Amazon.com launched a 

unique, Amazon Associates Affiliate Program that is aimed at streamlining, utilizing and 

monetizing online marketing to the benefit of everyone; from web developers, website and blog 

owners and Amazon.com’s retailers.  

With the help of this eBook, you can find out more about the Amazon Associates Affiliate 

Program and find out more about how you can start using it today! 
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How Does An Affiliate Program Work? 
Before you jump into an affiliate program, always take the time to understand how an affiliate program 
actually works. In essence, this program is extremely simple; all it really relies upon is promotion. Most 
affiliate programs offer revenue based on three different modes such as: 

• PPL - Pay Per Lead – This offers promoters a chance to earn revenue based on any lead 
generated through an action that links to the retailer’s website. This can include offering visitors 
the option to install, the option to submit an online form, take a free trial, take a short survey and 
other actions like them. 

• PPC – Pay Per Click – Everyone has heard of pay-per-click. This option offers promoters a 
chance to earn revenue based on any clicks that are deemed valid. It does not rely on any sales 
made, or on any leads generated. 

• PPPS – Pay Per Sales – This is a program where the promoters get to earn revenue by any sale 
made of the retailer’s product by visitors on the promoter’s websites. Based on the products sold, 
one can easily earn up to 50% of the revenues generated through the sale. 

Amazon.com has an affiliate program that relies on a pay per sale – PPS. So we are going to take a closer 
look at the PPS mode of affiliate marketing and how it works. The diagram below helps to highlight the 
simple cycle. 

For example: If you craft a product that you require help in selling, an affiliate will be the person who 
will allow you to promote it on their blog. They will even go so far as to promote it 
actively to their readers or visitors. When someone clicks on the link provided on 
your website and purchases the product, you get a share of the 
sales. This amount can range from 5% to 50% at times. 

For anyone looking to m a k e m o n e y online, this is one of the 
most lucrative means of d o i n g s o . T h e Amazon Associates 
Affiliate Program has been widely popular because of its PPS 
mode of functioning that makes it a win- win situation for all 
parties involved.  

When it comes to connecting the right seller with the right buyer, 
Amazon.com is the reigning champion and you can easily end 
up earning a lot of money off of it. Functioning as the largest global platform 
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Visitors 
Make a 

Purchase

You Earn 
Money!
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that connects buyers to sellers, it’s a given that Amazon’s Associate Affiliate Program is among the best 
ones around.  
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Why Pick Amazon Associates Affiliate 
Program? 

Launched in 1996, the Amazon Associates Affiliate Program was aimed at helping to monetize 
Amazon.com advertisements featured on independent blogs, websites, product recommendations and 
more. While there are now various affiliate programs available, the Amazon Affiliate Program is still one 
that you shouldn’t overlook and here’s why: 

Credibility Value – 100% 
Not only is it one of the oldest affiliate marketing programs, it also has a track record of more than 12 
years in helping advertisers, web developers, website and blog owners and their own retailers as well. 
Apart from this aspect, you also have to acknowledge the fact that buyers trust Amazon.com. It has a 
stainless steel reputation in the market place for being one of the best online retailers.  

Great Payoffs 
Affiliate programs can often promise to pay well but you might not enjoy working with them very much. 
Certain affiliate programs such as Google AdSense are rather popular but they do not always tend to pay 
as much to their bloggers and promoters. This is because Google AdSense relies on a large target audience 
and pays based on the revenues per thousand impressions – an RPM, on your advertisement. This could 
mean that you end up making around $3 - $5 per day. With Amazon’s Affiliate program, the payment 
relies on sales made. You can make around 4.8% to 15% of the revenue generated from that sale. 

Straightforward Payments 
Affiliate programs are frowned upon because of the delays they make in payments, often making one feel 
like they have to go jump through hoops just to get access to the money they earned. In this aspect, 
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Amazon differs greatly since it makes payments straightforward. Once you have reached the agreed upon 
limit, such as $100, you will receive the amount after two months. Moreover, their sign up procedure is 
simple and straightforward.  

Easier Conversions 
Amazon.com can make sales happen with ease. Buyers mostly are interested in the product and few show 
any hesitance at purchasing with Amazon.com. This easily makes it possible for sales to close and you get 
to earn more when you are signed up with their affiliate marketing program. 
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Starting with Baby Steps – How to 
Sign Up 

Now that you have drummed up your interest regarding Amazon’s Associate Affiliate Program, 
let’s take a look at how you go about signing up with them. The best part about the program is 
that Amazon allows you to sign up, completely free of cost. 

Compared to other affiliate programs, this is actually a relief since it doesn’t tie you down nor 
does it require you to subscribe for a week, a month or more. Moreover, if you were just testing 
out the option, you feel like you have a lot to lose if you find that you are unhappy with the 
service.
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Signing Up 
Their sign up option is also relatively straightforward. If you already have an Amazon.com id, you can 
make use of it to sign in. On the other hand, if you do not have an id or you’d like to make a new one, you 
can do that as well when you click to join Amazon Affiliate. 

If you choose to make a new id, you’ll have to go through the online form that it always provides. This is 

going to be a bit of tiring process but while it can be tedious there is light at the end of this tunnel. 
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Linking Your Website 
Filling out the form is fairly simple and you will have just a few things to pay attention to. Among the 
most important step is to link your website or your mobile application with Amazon.com.  

This is a fairly common step since almost all affiliate products are more interested in the kind of traffic 
you are capable of generating, thereby effectively giving them an idea of the kind of profits and growth 
they can expect from you.  
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Getting Verified 
Verification is simple and easy too but is based on the phone. All you have to do is to enter a valid 
telephone number that you use. Once you enter the number, the screen will display a pin number, 
generated specifically for you. You will then get an automated call and be asked verify this special 
number. 
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Choosing a Mode of Payment 
This is the last step that you have to deal with when you are signing up for the Amazon Affiliate program. 
Amazon allows you to make use of three different modes of payment. 

1. Payments by check. These come with a processing fee of $15. This fee is usually waived for 
international affiliates of Amazon. 

2. Payments through an Amazon gift card. This option is available for international affiliates as well. 

3. Direct deposit into your bank account. This option is not available as yet for international 
affiliates. 

Keep in mind that your account must have a certain amount of balance before you will be considered 
eligible to get a payment. For payments via gift card and direct deposit, the amount due should exceed 
$10. For payments via check; the amount due should be a minimum of $100. 

Once you enter this final detail, you are as a member of Amazon’s Affiliate program. 



15

Site Stripe 
When you sign up with Amazon’s Affiliate program, you also get access to their SiteStripe feature. As a 
website feature, and an all-in-one tool, SiteStripe can prove to be extremely useful. You can easily use 
SiteStripe for a number of different things including the following: 

Text Links 
This feature lets you build your links, either short or long, to the Amazon page that you are reviewing. It 
also incorporates the IDs for tracking, and your store in the link too.  

Image Links 
You can create image links based on the product you are viewing on Amazon. The last ID you used for 
your store and for tracking will be the one that is incorporated into the link that is generated. This also lets 
you update the ID’s for your store and tracking purposes too. 

Combination Links (Images and Text) 
You can create image and text links for the product page that you are currently viewing. The last ID you 
used for your store and for tracking will be the one that is incorporated into the link that is generated. This 
also lets you update the ID’s for your store and tracking purposes too. 

Sharing Options (Facebook or Twitter) 
You can link and create quick posts for your Twitter or Facebook account with the help of a URL that 
shows the current page you are viewing on Amazon.com. You will have to link your Twitter or Facebook 
profile with Amazon.com but you will be able to change the option from default messaging. 

Keep an Eye on Your Earnings 
If you want to check a summary of your total Earnings so far, you can check them here. For privacy 
reasons, you will have to log-in to the Associates Account you use before any information will be made 
available for viewing. 

The options that SiteStripe provides for linking can vary, based on the product detail page you are 
viewing. Certain links will only be created if a person is viewing a specific product. To use SiteStripe, you 
have to be signed-in with an Associates account on Amazon.com. The best part is that you can easily turn 
the SiteStripe feature on or off. 
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3 Plug-Ins That Can Help 
If you are a fan of Plug-ins you will be relieved to know that there are certain ones available for Amazon 
Affiliate too. These can easily be used in conjunction with your WordPress blog or website too. The plug-
ins can be really helpful in allowing you to get the most out of your efforts. The following are some of the 
best ones you can find. 

1. Easy Azon Pro 

A powerful plug-in, the Easy Azon Pro is a link building plug-in for Amazon that is one of the best and 
most useful tool for anyone who is serious about their Amazon Affiliate marketing practices. It will help 
to improve your commission per product and also save you time too. Using the plug-in, you can easily 
craft text links for products that are available on Amazon.com. This step saves you a lot of time from 
having to manually create links on Amazon.com.  

2. Easy Affiliate Link 
This is another great plug-in for you. The Easy Affiliate Link helps in managing various affiliate links that 
you have. The tool is capable of running a number of different actions, allowing you to access links in 
HTML and visual editor, categorize links, and import links using XML, and more. On lifetime or monthly 
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basis, you can also check the clicks made on your website too. Currently, it is being developed further to 
support advanced features such as checking broken links, using A/B testing in link texts and more. 

3. WooCommerce Amazon Affiliates 

Another plug-in that is extremely useful for the Amazon Affiliate program is WooCommerce. It ranks 
among the most popular plug-ins for Amazon Affiliate and safely integrates the system for successful use 
with eCommerce. You can use this plug-in to import Amazon products to your store. It also supports 
advanced search, even featuring a module for bulk import which allows you to look up links, 
categorically or by using a certain keyword. It also features an advanced “Synchronisation Module,” that 
lets you update the products you are featuring. 
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6 Tips and Tricks to Maximize 
Earnings 

When you’re starting out with affiliate marketing, you will be confused about how to entice your readers 
and visitors to pay attention to the product. Since the more visitors are interested, the better your 
commission is going to be, you can start out by using the following tips and tricks to market your chosen 
products. 

1. Personalize Recommendations 
Always personalize your product recommendations. If you have a strong reputation among your readers, 
capitalize on that by recommending products that you use or would willingly use. Take your time to sift 
through the products. Your recommendation can be one of the biggest factors why someone chooses to 
buy a certain product. Keep in mind that your integrity will play a large role here too.  

For example: If you promote products that aren’t good quality or don’t perform very well, you could end 
up losing buyers and readers too. On the other hand, if you product good quality products, you will get 
buyers and readers who will be more willing to make a purchase the next time you recommend a product 
to them. 

2. Pay Attention to Keywords 
When you are creating content, naming the product and more, start to use keywords in it. Keywords, 
particularly meant for SEO, work like magnets, attracting any person who searched for a particular item 
on to your website. For this reason, you should always include them in your content. However, not every 
keyword will yield results. If you want to stand out, use specific keywords.  

For example: Using a keyword such as ‘oil burner’ will be rather generic and you will face a lot of 
competition from others too. On the other hand, using keywords like, ‘ceramic oil burner, best burner for 
aromatherapy,’ and other keywords like them will produce better results for you. 

3. Link Content Completely 
Amazon’s Affiliate Program lets you link content and images as well as share links on Twitter or 
Facebook too. While a major chunk of traffic will be generated with the help of the links in the text, make 
use of headings and other content that lets you enhances your chances at getting buyers. Images can also 
be linked too. If you are sharing posts on social media, check to ensure it also has the right keywords and 
the right links as well. 
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For example: If you are currently promoting golf clubs on your social media, you want to make sure 
your other posts are about them too. Keep your marketing well rounded to ensure that it is easy for the 
buyer to find the product they are searching for. 

4. Study Buying Patterns 
Buying patterns of your target market can also make a positive impact on increasing your commission as 
well. Linking and recommending a product only works so well and you should not just link a product but 
make sure that you are linking something that will sell easily and is related to your target market.  

For example: If your website leans more towards gardening, home décor and DIY, then you will have 
better luck in getting buyers when you promote products that fall into this category. If you take the time to 
study the buying patterns you will have more luck in linking products that your target market actually 
wants to get.  

5. Listen to Your Audience 
Sometimes, your target audience will begin to let you know the kinds of products they want to see too. In 
many review based websites, not only do the existing reviews garner buyers but those same buyers might 
request for certain items too. For example: If you review beauty products, your detailed post about the 
product might help get more buyers. Your buyers might then ask you to review other products from the 
same or from a different brand too. 

Subsequently, if your target audience starts to complain about all the buying links they are coming across; 
you might want to consider revising the strategies that you are using. You do want to maximize your 
commission but you should be promoting it in a manner that doesn’t make it come off as too sales pitchy 
or like spam. By listening to your audience, you can cater content to them in a manner that causes a win-
win scenario for everyone involved.  

6. Sell More on the Holidays 
Everyone is willing to buy more products during the holidays. Christmas in particular is a holiday where 
people spend exorbitant amounts, given the amount of Christmas sales that are available. Around certain 
holidays, themed decorations and other items might sell more too. Halloween will make Halloween 
themed products and costumes more attractive as well.  

Similarly, they will also be more interested in other holiday themed décor, products and items when these 
holidays are coming around the corner. Make use of these buying boosts to your benefit by also choosing 
to recommend products that are themed like a certain holiday too. 
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Keep an Eye on the Rules 
While it is extremely easy to sign up with the Amazon Affiliate Associate Program, it is also important to 
realize that it very easy to get kicked off of it too. There are many successful affiliates who lost their 
accounts and their commissions too, because they overlooked the fine print and broke the rules. To keep 
working with Amazon without having to worry about sudden termination, the following are a few things 
that can easily get your affiliate account terminated. 

1. Use Email Marketing 
Email marketing can be considered effective but Amazon.com bans the use of their affiliate links for any 
offsite promotion or uses them in any other offsite manner. This ban encompasses using affiliate links in 
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email addresses too. The ID tracking option effectively lets Amazon.com know from where the traffic is 
being derived, and if one of your buyers clicks on a link that they go in an email, you will be banned from 
their Affiliate program. 

2. Shortening Links 
Shortening, cloaking or manipulating links in any manner so that they do not appear to be links to an 
Amazon store or product will effectively get you disqualified. As stated in their policies, “You will not 
cloak, hide, spoof, or otherwise obscure the URL of your site containing Special Links (including by use 
of a redirecting page) such that we cannot reasonably determine the site from which a customer clicks 
through such Special Link to the Amazon Site.” The best option in this case is to opt to use Amazon’s 
original link shortening service. 

3. Links in PDFs or eBooks 
Promoting products within eBooks, PDF’s and other documents can also result in banning you from 
Amazon’s Affiliate marketing program. For this reason, you will have to be careful in the way you want 
to recommend a product. If you feel your eBook won’t be complete without a product recommendation in 
it, opt to include a normal link to Amazon.com instead of an Affiliate Program link which will end up 
disqualifying you from the program. 

4. Use Your Own Affiliate Link 
You might think it is harmless to do so but this is something that Amazon does not allow at all. As stated 
in the policies, “You will not purchase any Product(s) through Special Links for use by you or for resale 
or commercial use of any kind.” This prevents unethical buying since each purchase earns you a 
commission. To keep things, simple and easier for all parties involved, affiliates cannot use their own 
special link. If you must buy a product, opt for it in the normal manner. 

5. Have More than One Account 
When it comes to Affiliate marketing strategies, you might think that you have the odds of increasing 
your commission or thing that you can market products well or get better statistics with two accounts, 
think again. In a bid to cut down on the amount of spam that is being circulated, Amazon.com will only 
allow one account per individual. Occasionally two accounts will be permitted but only in special 
circumstances and with prior permission from the concerned authorities at Amazon.com.  

6. Use Amazon’s User Reviews 
User reviews make a huge impact on the buying process and you might want to consider mentioning the 
reviews of other users on your website as a way to make the product appear more appealing. 
Unfortunately, Amazon does not allow you to use their user reviews as a means of marketing to get more 
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buyers on board. According to their policy: “You will not display or otherwise use any of our customer 
reviews or star ratings, in part or in whole.”  

Do not attempt to copy paste it on or your website or try to use them like your own either. What you can 
do is come up with editors rating or our rating to show what you think of the product. While there are 
plug-ins available that let you showcase Amazon reviews on your website, using them is still in violation 
of Amazon’s rules. 

7. Failing to Mention You Affiliation with Amazon 
When you are working as an affiliate with Amazon, you are required to let your followers know that you 
are working with Amazon and a portion of the purchase will be going to you. If you hide this fact, 
Amazon will ban you as they encourage transparency and require you to declare your participation. You 
can do this either in the header or footer of the post. As long as your buyers are aware of your 
involvement with Amazon and are not misled by you in any manner, Amazon.com will have no problems 
working with you. 

8. Using Paid Ad Placements 
Paid ad placements mean that you can get your post premium spots that will ensure that they get a lot of 
traffic and more exposure and sales too. For this reason, these can appear as lucrative deals but 
Amazon.com has specifically banned the usage of paid ads. Moreover, if that ad redirects to an Amazon 
page, you will be hearing from Amazon’s affiliate department very soon. 

9. Failing to Make a Sale 
Once you sign up with Amazon’s Affiliate program, you have a maximum of 90 days available to make a 
sale. Failure to make any sales, during this time period, will entail the termination of your Affiliate 
account. Luckily, in this case, you can easily sign up with Amazon again as you will not be held in 
violation of any rules.  

These are not all the rules and regulations that govern Amazon’s Affiliate program and you will benefit 
from reading through their Affiliate Program Policy too.  In all cases, if you are resorting to unethical 
means, willing or unknowingly, Amazon has a no-tolerance policy that will mean immediate termination 
as well as loss of all commission that was linked with the account.  

Happy Learning :) 
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